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Club Officials
President: Vacant
Vice Presidents: Colin MacCleaster, Lesley Croucher,
Stuart Frier, Bob Rashbrook
Life Members: Stuart Frier, Mick Martin
Chairman: Donal Barrett
Vice-Chairman: Mick Martin
Hon. Treasurer: Donal Barrett
Hon. Secretary: Mick Martin
Fix Secretary: Mick Martin
Commercial Manager: Vacant
Junior Secretary’: Dominic Brameld Stacey Pinch Lisa Mancey
Junior Coach Mentor: Howard Griggs.
Junior Coordinator/Pitch Manager: Howard Griggs
Pitch Manager:Mick Martin Tony Rice Dave Wrintmore Tony Jones
Fundraising: Jackie Huggett
Gate Manager: John Arscott
Safety Officer: Mick Martin
Welfare Officer: Lesley Croucher, Lisa Mancey
Covid: Officer: Howard Griggs.
Anvils Kitchen: Jackie Barrett.
Board Room: Dave Wrintmo+re
Kit Manager: Jackie Barrett.
Changing Rm: Jackie Barrett.
Photographer: Tony Brown

Senior Manager/s
1st Team: James Day, Matt Crane
Coaches: Richard Hughes
Club Physio: Lewis Cosstick
U18 XI: Martin Benetar, Bobby Clements

Youth Manager/s
U16:
U15: Michael Parker, George Georgiou
U14: Dave Connor, Gareth Morgan
U13: David Street
U12: Dominic Brameld, Jon Wraight
U11: Paul O’Nions, Lee Gaved
U10: Jamie Baldwin
U9: James Wickerson, Steve Braithwaite
U8: Adam Elliott
U7: Tony Hill
U6: Howard Griggs
U5: Howard Griggs
Girls
U15: Mark Hills U9: Nicki Morton
U14: Russ Barranca U8: Nicki Morton
U13: Chris Imhoff U7(LA): Nicki Morton
U12: Dermot Sargent U6(MA):Nicki Morton
U11: Rob Read
U10: Simon Nickols

Haven Ground Regulations
1.All persons entering this ground are only admitted subject to these
rules and regulations of the Football Association

2. The Club reserves the right to prosecute or to eject, or cause
to be ejected, any persons who within the ground or the club
premises is considered by the club, it’s employees or agents
(hereafter called the Club), in their absolute discretion to be, or to
have been, behaving in any of the following ways:-

a) Entering the field of play before or during the course of a game
of a game. The field of play is that area within the railings
surrounding the perimeter of the pitch.

b) Using obscene or abusive language or persistent swearing.
c) Being drunk or under the influence of drink or drugs to any
degree.

d) Making vulgar gestures.
e) Using terms of abuse, racial or otherwise.
3) No bottles, metal cans, glasses, placards, banners, firearms,
knives or other similar articles are permitted and the Police and
Club stewards have the right to search any spectator at anytime,
and to confiscate any article which they consider could be a
danger to other spectators.

4. NO alcohol to be consumed within the ground without the use
of a plastic glass. Alcohol in glass containers can only be
consumed within the confines of the Clubhouse. Passes are
available at half-time.

5. The climbing of floodlight pylons, stands and other building
structures is strictly forbidden. Club Stewards have the right to
eject any persons found doing so.

6. ALL vehicles parked in and around the ground are parked at
the owner’s own risk

7. No unauthorised vehicles can be parked within the Clubhouse
car park and the Club reserves the right to move any vehicles in
contravention of this regulation and shall not liable for any
damages caused.

8. No Air Horns, Drums or Loud Musical Instruments are allowed
inside the ground, Any Flares, fireworks or other implements
thrown will mean immediate ejection from the ground.

First Team Club Honours
SOUTHERN COMBINATION PREM RUNNERS UP 2023

ISTHMIAN DIV 1 SOUTH MEMBERS 2011/14

SUSSEX COUNTY SENIOR CUP FINALISTS 2012

SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2010/11

SUSSEX COUNTY FA RUR CUP WINNERS 2010/11

ROY WINGATE TROPHY WINNERS 2011

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk



Centrecafe

SERVING THE FINEST BREAKFAST AND LUNCHES

Monday-Friday 7:30am -2.30pm
Saturday 7.30am -12noon

with inside and heated outside seating

Find us at Rowfant Business Centre, RH10 4NQ 01342719311



WELCOME to the haven
On behalf of all involved at Crawley Down
Gatwick FC we extend a warm welcome to the
players, management, officials and fans of Little
Common FC for todays Southern Combination
League Premier Division Fixture. That welcome
also of course extends to the match officials. I
hope we have an entertaining game.

Little Common: Have had a good start so far &
sit in 8th position in the Prem table with 14
points from 8 Games played. Their last 5 league
matches have resulted in 1 win, 2 losses and a
2 draws. Last Sat they lost at high flying
Steyning Town 7-1 and on Tue they beat
Worthing Utd 5-3 in the Sussex County Cup.

Anvils: Not a good start from the Anvils with 1
win and 4 losses in their last 5 League matches.
In the cups they have faired better with 2 wins a
draw and just 1 loss. Last Saturday they lost at
Midhurst 2-3. Anvils after bossing most of the
game. They now sit in 14th position in the Prem
table with 6 points from 8 matches played.

Next up for the Anvils
Wed 20th Sep H v Wick RUR R2 7:30pm
Sat 23rd Sep A v Alfold FA Vase Q2 3pm
Tue 26th Sep: A v Horsham YM PB R2 7:30pm
Sat 30th Sep A v Horsham YM League 3pm

Anvils U18’s: A great start to the season for the
U18’s 2 high scoring league wins 7-1 v Steyning
& 9-1 v Billingshurst and also a FA Yth Cup Prel
Rd win v Raynes Park Vale 3-2.

Next up for the Anvils U18’s
Mon 18th Sep: A v 3 Bridges FAYC Q1 7:30pm
Sun 24th Sep: A v Eastbourne U Cup R1 11am
Sun 1st Oct H v Hassocks SCC R1 11am

Ridgeway Training continue as First team shirt
Sponsors. Like ourselves they are a local well
established Community business.

Norman Group are U18 shirt and Tracksuit
Sponsors. We thank them all for supporting our
Community Football Club.

The Haven Cafe Bar: Is open to the general
public. The Haven Bar welcomes all Football
Club supporters before during and after
matches.SKY sports available in the Bar.

The 300 Club
Aug Draw
1st: £100 N Rice
2nd: £50 DA Lucas

July Draw
1st: £100 George Russell
2nd: £50 Ian Clements

The 300 Club is a Lottery to help with general
Club funds. The cost is £5 Per month. If you
are interested and want to help support
please see a CDG Official to obtain a Standing
order form or BACS details to pay on line.

Girls Football
Nikki Morton and Mark Hills have taken on the
coaching for Girls Football ages 5 to 15, so if
there are any interested girls wishing to get
involved please email the Club at
crawleydownfc@btinternet.com

On the Language front
Please remember there are Children in the
Stadium so please mind your language.
The CDGFC Players and Management Team
have signed up to the respect code of conduct
which includes a good language initiative and
hope that our visitors today will have done
also. That of course also includes YOU the
supporters so please mind your language
today.

Children are offered free entry for the season.
We will also be offering any Child or Junior
team to be a Mascot for a Home match and the
chance to walk out with the team for the pre
match handshake and have their picture
taken. Pictures or Video’s Must only be taken
by Parents/Guardians

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk



Our Visitors Today
Little Common FC

Little Common Football Club formed originally as Albion
United in 1966, when Ken Cherry had a vision for youth
football in the area. Initially two youth teams were formed
one at Under 16 level and one at Under 14 level.
However, the two teams grew like topsy and today the
club runs sixteen youth and four senior teams.

Albion United started life in the Hastings League and was
very soon running two sides instead of the planned one
and they moved to the East Sussex league. That league
held no bounds for the highly successful United sides and
after the double winning success of the 1977/78 season
the club successfully applied to join the Sussex County
League Division Two.

In 1974 the club committee decided to provide the club
with its own club house and changing rooms, to include
showers and a bar after spending eight years on grounds
which did not have such facilities. The club obtained two
prefabricated houses which were built in Fulham at the
end of the Second World War. They cost £250 each and
the necessary planning permissions were given. The club
erected these two buildings, joined together, to make one
large building; half was changing rooms, showers and
toilets and the other half lounge and bar.

This became the clubs home on entry to the Sussex
County League and their first season saw them finish in
the top five and they reached the Division 2 Cup Final
only to be beaten by Crowborough Athletic. Subsequent
seasons saw the club occupy a mid to lower position in
the table, actually finishing bottom in 1980/81 and
1981/82 (Division Three was not formed until 1983).
Albion enjoyed their best placing since entering the
League when they finished 6th in 1985/86 and changed
their name to Little Common Albion at the end of that
season.

The newly named club again finished in 6th place the next
two seasons, before their fortunes began to slump once
again. In 1993/94 they were relegated after finishing
bottom; and left the League altogether after finishing 15th
of 16 in Division Three the following season. The 1990s
proved a difficult period for the club and they re-joined the
East Sussex League. A third consecutive relegation was
a huge blow for the club and in the space of just three
seasons they had gone from playing senior football to
junior football.

The club committee decided that in order for the club to
progress further new facilities were required in order to
attract and retain players. Buoyed on by a thriving youth
policy the club began its rebuilding process. The club
joined together with the local council and cricket club in
order to develop a project to build a new sports pavilion.
After many years of hard work by all involved the project
finally began to get moving and in 1999 a £262,000 Sport
England Lottery Grant was awarded for the project.
Building finally began in 2001 and the club moved into its
new home in November 2002.

On the pitch the clubs fortunes continued to fluctuate, a
successful 1998/99 season saw Common just miss out
on promotion to Seaford before being relegated the
following season. A rise followed with an instant return to
the Premier Division and after avoiding relegation on the
final day of the 2003/04 season the club committee
decided to make a concerted effort the following season
to realise its ambition of a return to the Sussex County
League.

After spending ten seasons in the East Sussex League,
the club were successfully crowned Premier Division
champions in the 2004/05 season and applied for a return
to the County League. After carrying out the essential
work to their ground to achieve promotion the club was
successful in its application. After spending four seasons
in Division 3 the club was promoted to Division 2 at the
end of the 2008/09 season after clinching the second
promotion spot on the final day of the season against
Bosham. The club went on to record a 4th place finish in
the 2009/10 season before a mid-table finish in 2010/11.

The 2011/12 season saw a change in management after
a disappointing start to the campaign, Russell Eldridge
returned to the club and a win on the final weekend of the
season saw Common finish outside of the relegation
zone. The 2012/13 season saw the club finish 3rd but
ground grading regulations prevented the club from being
promoted. At the beginning of 2016 the club lost its
founder and chairman, Ken Cherry, fifty years after
forming the club. The 2016/17 season saw Common
finish runners-up to Saltdean United and their highest
ever league placing, once again ground grading
regulations prevented them from being promoted to the
Premier Division and a ground share agreement was
secured with Eastbourne United for the 2017/18 season.

The Commoners went on to claim the Division One
League and Cup double in the 2017/18 season to seal a
place in the Premier Division for first time in the club's
history. Despite a tough season the Commoners enjoyed
a good end to the 2018/19 season to finish outside of the
relegation places and secure another season in the
premier division. The following two seasons saw the
Commoners comfortably placed when the league season
was curtailed due to the Covid pandemic, during the
2020/21 season, Common’s all-time leading goal scorer,
Lewis Hole, scored his 350th goal for the club.

In September 2020, the club finally received planning
permission to enclose their ground and make the
necessary improvements for Step 5 football and in
January 2022 the club finally returned to its home at Little
Common Recreation Ground. The club went on to record
its highest ever league finish in the 2021/22 season
followed by its biggest points tally in 2022/23.
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It is another record-breaking year for Crawley
Down Gatwick as the club boasts a
remarkable 29 teams for the 2023-24 season.
This includes 27 teams or training groups from
U5s up to U16s – boys and girls – plus the
U18s and the first team. Just over 10 years
ago, that tally was 12 teams, including the first
team. The club has come a long way and let’s
remember that Crawley Down is just a village
– a growing one but just a village.
A large part of the growth is the number of
girls-only teams. We have teams playing in
the Sussex Women’s and Girls’ League from
U10s up to U15s, plus training groups
covering U6s to U9s. This part of the club has
exploded and it is great to see.
But interest in the club is growing at every
level. A new group of U5s started their football
journey last Saturday morning with 20 four-
year-olds present and a waiting list already in
place for that age group. In addition to that,
the club has already started a list of enquires
from families wishing for their child to start as
an U5 in September 2024.
In the last year we have also had to say no to
three other teams being started – each being
second sides at different age groups – purely
because the club has run out of capacity in
terms of pitches.
Each of our ‘boys’ teams are registered with
the Sussex FA as mixed groups because we
like to make them open to girls as well as boys
and some girls do play for those sides. We do
not have an U16s team this season due to last
year’s U15s deciding not to continue and that
is one disappointment, but we are delighted
we have competitive teams in the other ‘older’
age groups, meaning there will be a good
conveyor belt of talent to feed into the U18s in
the next few years.
At U15s level we have two sides playing in the
Horsham League – one in Division A and one
in Division C, both after winning promotion last
year. Both made winning starts to the season
last weekend, with the Hammers winning 6-2

against Horsham Tigers in Division A and the
Anvils beating Chailey and Newick Colts 6-4
away in Division C.
We also have two teams playing in the
Horsham League at U14s level. Our Anvils
began their Division A campaign with a 7-1
success away to Henfield, while the Hammers
lost 2-1 at home to Broadbridge Heath in their
first game since promotion.
Our U13s just missed out on promotion from
Division Four of the Mid Sussex League last
season but they look like they will be a threat
again this season after winning 19-1 in their
first game of the new campaign, which was a
cup fixture. Obviously, those results are never
welcome in youth football but you can only
beat what is in front of you and it was pleasing
to see five different players scoring hat-tricks.
U12s are the youngest age group where
results are published and our U12s team in
Division C of the Horsham League began the
season with a 5-3 win at home to Lingfield.
At all levels, there is plenty to be pleased
about at Crawley Down Gatwick.

IEnjoy todays game

HOWARD GRIGGS

FROM the typewriter

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk



O-Licence Auditing

Health & Safety Training

Tachograph Analysis

Driver Licence Checking Service

Walkaround Check App

Call: 01293 535850  

Email: info@ridgewaytraining.co.uk 

Web: www.ridgewaytraining.co.uk  

JAUPT Approved Driver CPC Training

CILT International Transport Manager CPC 

FORS Accreditation Support

FORS Safe Urban Driving (SUD)

Operator Licence Support 

APPROVED CENTRE AC02015

Providing the complete support with your transport operation

Established in 1995 in the heart of Crawley Down, Ridgeway Training provides industry-leading 

services to support the safety and compliance of your transport operations, across the 

southeast and further afield. 
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FROM ‘The Dugout’

Good afternoon everyone and welcome to
the Haven for today’s game against Little
Common.

It’s safe to say that the start of the season
has not been as smooth as we would have
hoped or anticipated. Whilst I expected a bit
of bumpy start, after the come down of last
season’s antics, and with the tough fixture
list, both injuries and unavailability have
plagued us, making it nigh on impossible to
pick a consistent squad or starting 11. This
has resulted in a number of results which
haven’t been up to the standard we have
come to expect. Having said that, the squad
is still very much committed to rediscovering
last year’s form, and is working incredibly
hard in training to get things back on track.

Two weeks ago we played Crowborough
away in a tough fixture. Crowborough had a
good season last year, and have
strengthened again this season. We went
into the game with a decimated squad, but
played well, particularly in the first half. An
Alex Tidy goal made sure we held the lead at
the half time whistle. In the second half
Crowborough pushed forward, and their
pressure eventually lead to an equaliser. This
changed the game, and not long after
Crowborough took the lead. We then had a
great chance to equalise, Rhys White going
through one vs one, but he couldn’t quite
score from a tight angle. In the final few
minutes, Crowborough extended their lead to
win the game. A frustrating one, as we had
played well enough to take at least a point.

Last week we played Midhurst away in the
midsts of a late summer scorcher.
Unfortunately, due to family commitments, I
was unable to attend, so Matt took the reigns
for the day. Last season’s game against
Midhurst was a bruising affair, but we took
the three points, which ultimately set us up to
finish second in the league. On Saturday, we

started brightly in difficult conditions (both the
heat and a bobbly surface). We took the lead
midway through the first half, a quick break
down the left saw a cross turned into its own
goal by the Midhurst defender. Unfortunately,
not long after that we lost Rhys White to
another injury (hamstring), which resulted in
u18 Jake Neaves making his first team
debut. Just before halftime, Midhurst
equalised. A clever free kick was driven
across our six yard box and the Midhurst
attacker reacted quickest to score from close
range. Annoyingly, before halftime, we had a
great opportunity to score a second. Nick
Sullivan rounded the goalkeeper but only to
see his shot saved on the line, Lewis Gould
then hit the rebound against the bar, and
then Jake hit the second rebound against the
bar again! You couldn’t make it up. The
second half was one to forget. We conceded
two further goals, both very preventable,
before Torran Sawle (another u18 debut)
scored a consolation goal just before the final
whistle. Another game where we should
have taken at least a point if not more.

Despite our difficult form, we are committed
to turning the corner and today’s game
provides us with another opportunity to do
so. We welcome Little Common to the
Haven. They’ve had a mixed start to the
season, with some noticeable victories
alongside some heavy defeats. Last year we
had two good games against them, and I
expect today to be no different.

Enjoy the game

JD

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk



As we commence the new season we want to make you aware of new measures
being taken across all of football, and the NLS, to ensure everyone can have a safe
and enjoyable experience. We are supporting strong action from the FA, and across
the NLS to tackle antisocial and criminal behaviours that put all of us at risk.

Please remember the following activities are illegal, dangerous, have serious
consequences and have no place in our game:

Carrying or using smoke bombs or pyros
Invading the pitch or entering the pitch without permission
Throwing objects onto the pitch
Drug use within the football ground
Discriminatory behaviour

For everyone’s safety, we will report anyone carrying out these offences to the
police, which can result in a criminal record.

Anyone who enters the pitch without permission and those carrying or using
smoke bombs or pyros will now receive an automatic club ban. These measures
could also now apply to the parents or guardians of children involved in these
activities.

This reflects the seriousness of the risks to fans and staff – pyros can burn at 2000
degrees Celsius and cause life- changing injuries, while entering the pitch
endangers players, managers and match officials. It also impacts the hard working
volunteers, who ensure that our special part of the game continues to run.
We know those who commit these illegal acts do not represent the majority of
supporters. Please work with us to call out the risks.
#LoveFootball #ProtectTheGame



FROM ‘The Chair’
At the outset let me admit that I am going to be a bit
lazy and do a combined set of ramblings for the
home league game against Little Common on the
16th and the RUR Cup fixture against Wick on
Wednesday 20th. So, if you are visiting us as a
supporter of Little Common or Wick I extend a warm
welcome and I hope you enjoy your visit to the
Haven. As a thank you to our small but very loyal
band of supporters there is free admission for the
Little Common game. The main reason for my
indolence is that I am writing these notes in the
South of Spain, Marbella to be exact, and basking
under a never-ending blue sky with the dial at 28
degrees. Despite a lovely cold beer, the conditions
are not conducive to thoughts of football or indeed
anything else.

Unusually we played four games since I last put pen
to paper, metaphorically. We lost 3-1 at the Haven to
Peacehaven. We were 2-0 down at half time and 3-0
down before Oli Leslie scored a consolation late on.
I still have no idea why it is called a consolation. It
most certainly was not. Probably the only highlight
was Lewis Croal not scoring against us on his return!

On the August Bank Holiday Monday we entertained
AFC Uckfield Town. It was one all at half time, our
goal from Oli Leslie. In the second half we dominated
and three late goals from Oli, Ben Chowney and Ben
Connolly secured a valuable three points.

Next up we headed to Crowborough. In line with the
recurring theme for the season so far, we played
really well, in my view we were the better side
throughout, but came away with nothing. Alex Tidy
gave us the lead just before the break with a well
taken finish. Crowborough scored twice in a six
minute spell from the 71st to the 77th minute. We
pushed for an equaliser and we went tantalisingly
close through Rhys White before the Crows sealed it
in the 89th minute. Signal dejection for us and
massive relief for the home side. At the very least we
deserved a point.

I missed the away game at Midhurst because of a
minor injury, bravely borne. From what I can gather it
was more of the same. we played really well, in the
view of everyone I have spoken to, we were the
better side throughout, but came away with nothing.
We scored first through Lewis Gould. It was level at
the break. Midhurst went 3-1 up before another
“consolation” goal, just before the end, from Torran
Sawle on debut. The perfect illustration of our current

travails was striking the woodwork three times within
a matter of seconds but not being able to convert.

The under 18s have had a great start to their
season. In their first league game they beat Steyning
Town 7-1. The next game was home to Raynes Park
Vale in the FA Youth Cup. It was one of the best
games I have ever seen at the Haven at any level.
Both teams played some really good football
throughout. We were 2-1 down approaching 90
minutes and I must admit I thought it was going to
end up in a gallant defeat. Then captain marvel, Alex
Tidy, slotted home two quickfire goals to complete a
memorable hat trick and propel us to victory. The
“reward” is an away tie against Three Bridges which
will be played on Monday 18 September with a 19.45
KO. It would be remiss of me not to comment on the
exemplary sporting behaviour of everyone
connected with Raynes Park Vale. It must have been
a bitter pill to swallow losing a game at the last
minute that they must have thought they had won.
However, they all came in for post-match food and
there was no hint of bitterness or resentment of any
kind. It was a joy to watch a brilliant game and to
meet such really sporting players and management.
On Sunday the 18s won their second league game
9-1 against a battling Billingshurst side who in
fairness to them battled bravely to the end.

Enjoy the game today and on Wednesday. Go to
Three Bridges on Monday, if you can, to support the
Under 18s. Thanks for your loyal support. I’m certain
that with a bit of luck the first team will turn things
around in the coming weeks.

Enjoy the game and thanks for your support. It
helps the team and is much appreciated.

Donal

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk



Crawley Down Gatwick
Kit Suppliers

WWW.NORMAN-GROUP.COM

Unlock &Lock up service

Selecta DNA ForensicAsset Marking

Security Guarding

Key holding&AlarmResponse

Mobile Security Patrols



ANVILS ‘The LeagueTables’
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Crawley Down Gatwick FC have made a remarkable rise from parks football to the Ryman League in less than 20
years. The club was only formed in 1993 but have enjoyed the type of success many could only hope for in their short
history. In 2011 Sussex County League title success and promotion to Step 4 Football was followed by an appearance
at the AMEX in the Sussex Senior Cup Final in 2012.
1983-95 Delving back into the history books to 1983, Crawley Down United could be found nestled in
Division Six of the Mid Sussex League. By 1988 the club had risen to Div One, winning three league titles
and finishing runners-up on two occasions. After three seasons in Div One they won promotion to the
Premier Division as runners up to Lindfield. 1993/94 culminated in a merger of four local sides and adopting
the name Crawley Down Village they finished third in the following season. 1994/5 they claimed their first
Premier Division title by a massive margin of ten points from 2nd placed Wealden.
1995-2003 In 1995 the Anvils joined the Sussex County League Division Three. In the first season they
finished second and found themselves making an even swifter move into Senior Football. They also reached
the final of the Intermediate Cup. The first two seasons in Division Two provided much sought after
consolidation but in the 1998-99 season they finished in a promotion position but only to be denied a place
in Division One because they could not persuade Mid Sussex District Council to allow the installation of
floodlights in time. The following season they thought they had finished in a promotion spot again only to be
thwarted by a late decision to award Lancing three extra points after Mile Oak had fielded an illegible player.
The next four seasons were not so easy for the club with changes of management and they finished no
higher than 11th in that period.
The 2004-07 era was better as they finished tenth and fifth and In the Division Two Cup, they reached the
semi-final stage two years running. 2006-07 was a struggle only staying up after an outstanding finish to the
season loosing just two of the last 14 matches. Cup form: Q/F of the Sussex RUR Cup and the Div Two Cup.
2007-08 was a massive year for the club as the culmination of 10 years’ hard work behind the scenes paid
off with the Anvils given the go ahead to upgrade facilities. Floodlights, hard standing and stands followed
and were in place for the start of the new season. The Team finished 6th and reached the semi-final of the
John O’Hara League Cup. In the FA Vase they reached the 4th round losing away at Brockenhurst. The
Anvils also entertained Brighton & HA in the Sussex Senior Cup. By now, the club were gaining momentum
on and off the pitch and they finally won promotion to Div One with a third place finish.
2009-2010 Many expected the Division One new boys to struggle but they defied the odds to enjoy a
tremendous season, finishing eighth in the league and enjoying good cup runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase
as well as reaching the League Cup Final.
2010-11 Proved to be the most successful season in the club’s history as the Anvils won the County League
Division One and promotion to the Isthmian League by a margin of 15 points as well as winning the RUR
Cup. They reached the semi-finals of both the John O’Hara and the Sussex Senior Cups where they lost to
Blue Square prem side Eastbourne Borough. 2011-14 Saw the Club compete in the Isthmian South for the
first time and the Club set about building a team to compete at this level, finishing in 15th place and also
getting to the Sussex Senior Cup Final at the AMEX, losing out in the last minute to Ryman South
Champions Whitehawk. A name change to Crawley Down Gatwick FC was approved highlighting the wider
area to which the Club is now associated. 2012/13 Season started remarkably well with the team topping
the Ryman South table through to November but finally finishing in 13th position. Forced Manager changes
meant a massive dip in form in 2013/14, which saw the Anvils end up second to bottom and relegation.
2014/15 The Club rejoined the Sussex County League, unfortunately a 2nd relegation followed to the newly
named Southern Combination League Div 1. 2015/16 saw the revival of the side under Paul Cooper as the
rebuilt Anvils challenged at the top all season, finally finishing in 2nd place to Haywards Hth Town and 14
points clear of 3rd placed Oakwood to gain promotion back to the Southern Combination Premier Division.
2017-23 Back in the SCL Prem the side continued its improvement finishing in a mid table position and
reaching the RUR Cup Final in that first year. The following season they achieved a mid table finish and a
PB cup Semi final. James Day took over the side from 2018-19 and did well in his first season as the side
finished in 9th place with 57 points. 2019/21 Covid dominated and the League was abandoned with CDG in
6th Pos. 21-22 the team again ended mid table and a run to R3 of the FA Vase. 22/23 Proved to be a very
good season with The Anvils finishing in 2nd place behind Broadbridge Hth & losing out on promotion to
Isthmian side Sutton Common Rovers in a promotion play off.

The Story Continues.

ANVILS ‘The History’



Ÿ Wide range of brands available

Ÿ Custom kit option for that unique look

Ÿ Specialist online portal to manage orders

Ÿ Personalised webshop

Ÿ Free SCFL badge on all club kits

Ÿ League equipment offers

Ÿ SCFL bench kit offer

Supplying Sussex football for over 25 years

All enquiries call our sales team on 0203 026 0640

www.premier-sports.kitfor.co.uk/scfl 





V NewhavenRidgeway Photo Shoot

Photo’s by Dale Baldwin

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk



Proud sponsorsof Crawley Down Gatwick Football Club -Come on the Anvils!

01293535850 - info@ridgewaytraining.co.uk - www.ridgewaytraining.co.uk



www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk
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ANVILS V Little Common

www.crawleydowngatwickfc.co.uk

Photo’s by Tony Brown




